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Maryanne Cronin

From: Jeanne S. Williams <jlswdana@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 9:33 AM
To: Maryanne Cronin
Subject: City Council hearing on Historical Landmark for 3917 LB Blvd on Jan. 23, 2024

-EXTERNAL- 

 
January 16, 2024 
  
Mayor Rex Richardson 
District 1:  Mary Zendejas 
District 2:  Cindy Allen 
District 3:  Kristina Duggan 
District 4:  Daryl Supernaw 
District %:  Megan Kerr 
District 6:  Suely Saro 
District7:  Robetro Uranga 
District 8:  Al Austin 
District 9:  Joni Ricks-Oddie 
  
Dear Mayor Richardson and Councilmembers, 
  
This email is in support for approving the Cultural Heritage Commission’s recommendation of 
granting landmark status to 3917 Long Beach Blvd. (the Former Fire Station No. 9). 
  
As previously noted, the Former Fire Station No. 9 has met the criteria for landmark status in the 
report 112823chc.itemss5-15.pdf.  The report concluded, “Fire Station No. 9 at 3917 Long Beach 
Boulevard is not currently designated under any national, state or local landmark or historic 
district programs. GPA concluded that the property appears to be eligible for designation as a 
Historic Landmark.  3917 Long Beach Boulevard appears to be significant under Criterion A in the 
area of Institutional Development as an example of a WPA project which specifically addressed a 
lack of permanent fire stations in Long Beach after the 1933 earthquake.  The recommended 
Status Code 5S3, appears to be individually eligible for local listing or designation through survey 
evaluation.  Therefore, the property is a historical resource subject to CEQA.” Furthermore, the 
integrity of the Fire Station No. 9 is comparable to the integrity of Station No. 12 located at 6509 
Gundry Ave., which is listed as a Historic Landmark. The Historical Resource Evaluation Report by 
Audrey Von Ahrens that she created for the city of Long Beach regarding 3917 Long Beach Blvd. 
noted, “Thus, Fire Station No. 9 appears to be significant under local Criterion A for the same 
reasons outlined under the National Register evaluation above.  The property does retain 
sufficient integrity to be considered eligible for listing as a Historic Landmark.    
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There is another Historic Building Documentation Report for 3917 Long Beach Blvd. prepared by 
Rincon Consultant, Inc. dated April 2020, for Chris Koontz.  This includes excellent pictures of the 
fire house before the city left the side door open for vagrants to enter.  It is beautiful.    Please 
scroll to approximately page 64.  On page 1 of this report, it includes “Significance” of the 
property: “Significance:  Long Beach Fire Station No. 9 reflects the collaborative relationship 
between the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the City of Long Beach which occurred in 
the aftermath of the 1933 Long Beach Earthquake. The WPA was a government agency tasked 
with developing public works projects during the Great Depression, including civic recreational, 
educational, and institutional facilities.  The WPA also served as a source of manpower in the face 
of natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods, fires, and earthquakes.  Long Beach Fire Station No. 
9 was constructed as part of a larger effort to rebuild and add public services after the 1933 
earthquake and represents an important crux of institutional development and natural disaster 
relief in the history of Long Beach.”  This report was prepared by Rincon Architectural Historian 
Alexandra Madsen and Rincon Senior Architectural Historian Steven Treffers.  
  
After reading all the pdf documents the staff sent you, I hope you have concluded, the first 
“f1f12823.chc.items5” is the one to focus on for the January 23, 2024 City Council meeting, 
Agenda Item 13. 
  
The Cultural Heritage Commission also requested that three significant interior elements should 
be preserved during the adaptive reuse of the building by the new owner.  These are the fireplace 
and built-in cabinets in the reception room, the wooden truss ceiling in the engine room/garage, 
and the hose tower which projects above the second story.  All connect to exterior walls.  If not 
protected now as landmark interior elements, then future owners could ruin major parts of the 
structure.  Please also landmark these three elements of the interior. 
  
The LCNA submitted the nomination form for Historical Landmark, application #HLM2306-01. 
  
With regards: 
The Los Cerritos Neighborhood Association: 
Jeanne S. Williams 
Leslie Garretson 
Mariah Cool 
Bob Gill 
Gary Hamrick 
Rick Ivey 
LaVonne Miller 
  




































































