Maryanne Cronin

From: Jeanne S. Williams <jlswdana@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 9:33 AM

To: Maryanne Cronin

Subject: City Council hearing on Historical Landmark for 3917 LB Blvd on Jan. 23, 2024
-EXTERNAL-

January 16, 2024

Mayor Rex Richardson
District 1: Mary Zendejas
District 2: Cindy Allen
District 3: Kristina Duggan
District 4: Daryl Supernaw
District %: Megan Kerr
District 6: Suely Saro
District7: Robetro Uranga
District 8: Al Austin
District 9: Joni Ricks-Oddie

Dear Mayor Richardson and Councilmembers,

This email is in support for approving the Cultural Heritage Commission’s recommendation of
granting landmark status to 3917 Long Beach Blvd. (the Former Fire Station No. 9).

As previously noted, the Former Fire Station No. 9 has met the criteria for landmark status in the
report 112823chc.itemss5-15.pdf. The report concluded, “Fire Station No. 9 at 3917 Long Beach
Boulevard is not currently designated under any national, state or local landmark or historic
district programs. GPA concluded that the property appears to be eligible for designation as a
Historic Landmark. 3917 Long Beach Boulevard appears to be significant under Criterion A in the
area of Institutional Development as an example of a WPA project which specifically addressed a
lack of permanent fire stations in Long Beach after the 1933 earthquake. The recommended
Status Code 5S3, appears to be individually eligible for local listing or designation through survey
evaluation. Therefore, the property is a historical resource subject to CEQA.” Furthermore, the
integrity of the Fire Station No. 9 is comparable to the integrity of Station No. 12 located at 6509
Gundry Ave., which is listed as a Historic Landmark. The Historical Resource Evaluation Report by
Audrey Von Ahrens that she created for the city of Long Beach regarding 3917 Long Beach Blvd.
noted, “Thus, Fire Station No. 9 appears to be significant under local Criterion A for the same
reasons outlined under the National Register evaluation above. The property does retain
sufficient integrity to be considered eligible for listing as a Historic Landmark.
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There is another Historic Building Documentation Report for 3917 Long Beach Blvd. prepared by
Rincon Consultant, Inc. dated April 2020, for Chris Koontz. This includes excellent pictures of the
fire house before the city left the side door open for vagrants to enter. It is beautiful. Please
scroll to approximately page 64. On page 1 of this report, it includes “Significance” of the
property: “Significance: Long Beach Fire Station No. 9 reflects the collaborative relationship
between the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the City of Long Beach which occurred in
the aftermath of the 1933 Long Beach Earthquake. The WPA was a government agency tasked
with developing public works projects during the Great Depression, including civic recreational,
educational, and institutional facilities. The WPA also served as a source of manpower in the face
of natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods, fires, and earthquakes. Long Beach Fire Station No.
9 was constructed as part of a larger effort to rebuild and add public services after the 1933
earthquake and represents an important crux of institutional development and natural disaster
relief in the history of Long Beach.” This report was prepared by Rincon Architectural Historian
Alexandra Madsen and Rincon Senior Architectural Historian Steven Treffers.

After reading all the pdf documents the staff sent you, | hope you have concluded, the first
“f1f12823.chc.items5” is the one to focus on for the January 23, 2024 City Council meeting,
Agenda ltem 13.

The Cultural Heritage Commission also requested that three significant interior elements should
be preserved during the adaptive reuse of the building by the new owner. These are the fireplace
and built-in cabinets in the reception room, the wooden truss ceiling in the engine room/garage,
and the hose tower which projects above the second story. All connect to exterior walls. If not
protected now as landmark interior elements, then future owners could ruin major parts of the
structure. Please also landmark these three elements of the interior.

The LCNA submitted the nomination form for Historical Landmark, application #HLM2306-01.

With regards:

The Los Cerritos Neighborhood Association:
Jeanne S. Williams

Leslie Garretson

Mariah Cool

Bob Gill

Gary Hamrick

Rick Ivey

LaVonne Miller



Original wooden beams in the engine bay




Original fireplace and cabinets initially used as a living room




Hose Tower looking up




Hose Tower Exterior = North Side of the building
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Fire Station 9

Landmark Nomination Form and

Supporting Documentation
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Development Services
CITY OF Planning Bureau

LO N( BEA‘ :H 411 W. Ocean Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Long Beach, CA 90802 \; ;
562.570.6194 | longbeach.gov/Ibds i

Certificate of Appropriateness Landmark Nomination Form

P’ease rint ’e ib’ ort e DATE: PROJECT NO: APPLICATON NO:

prinklegibly ortype | % 6/56/2023 HLW
APPLICANTS NAME) o5 Cerritos Neighborhood Ass. FAPERE CWIRRIIRNEG Tty of Long Beach
APPLICANT'S ADDRESS;3828 Pine A\le. PROPERTY OWNER'S ADDRESS:411 W Ocean BIVd
CITY, STATE, ZPL_ong Beach, CA 90807 CITY, STATE, 2] ong Beach, CA 90802
TELEPHONE (INCLUDING AREA CODE); TELEPHONE (INCLUDING AREA CODE): E o

562-546-3216 562-570-6555
EMAIL ADDRESS: R EMAIL ADDRESS:
Info@loscerritosna.org TBD@longbeach.gov

PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON: Ei Applicant |:| Property Owner

|, the undersigned, deciare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information on this Cenrtificate of Appropriateness
application is true and cotrect. In addition, | understand that by nominating the subject property for landmarlk designation | cannot proceed with any
environmental changes unless and until a Certificate of Appropriateness is issued by the Cultural Heritage Commission or the Historic Preservation
Office. [ further understand that neither this application nor a subsequently issued Certificate of Appropriateness supersedes the need to obtain the
necessary building permits and other applicable permits under the Cily of Long Beach Municipal Code.

Signature: /’“‘/chi—/g/’ o N / /'”/z_/—‘: CLDE A2 T Date; 6/26/2023
o —

1. PROPOSED LANDMARK

NAME OF PROPOSED LANDMARK: . ; ASSESSOR'’S PARCEL NUMBER: . COUNCIL DISTRICT:
Long Beach Fire Station #9 AIN: 5
(former) 7139“013'900
PROPERTY ADDRESS: COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION;
391 7 LOﬂg BEHCh B]Vd. TRACT BLDCK LGT(S)
Long Beach, CA 90807 4332, 4, 5
PRESENT USE:Vacant ORIGINAL USE:Fire Station
2. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS
[] | COMPLETED APPLICATION (PAPER WITH ORIGINAL SIGNATURE) PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF PROPERTY (ELECTRONIC)
[OPTIONAL] COMPLETED DPR FORM 523A, 523B (ELECTRONIC) 3!15';;’\;7_2:55‘[:3 ngg;ggiiggéifgg}RoN'C)
COPIES OF HISTORIC PHOTOS, PLANS, OR OTHER INFORMATION (ELECTRONIC)

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY BELOW THIS LINE

[0 Submittal Complete COAFee: | §
RevEg B Date: __ [ Submittal Incomplete 9.3% Surcharge: | §
[[] CHC Date: TOTAL: | $

To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please contact the
Development Services Department at longbeach.gov/lbds and 562.570.3807. A minimum of three business days

is requested to ensure availability; attempts will be made to accommodate requests with shorter notice.
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3. DESCRIPTION
CONSTRUCTION DATE:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:
Tudor Revival. 1938-1939

] FacTuAL [ EsTimATED
ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER: CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDI:R‘: )
William Horace Austin Works Progress Administration (WPA) project in

conjunction with the City of Long Beach

CONDITION: ] EXCELLENT ] coop 1 FraRr [] DETERIORATED

ALTERATIONS:

added, which can be removed. There may be some windows that were replaced over time.

Per the photographs, there are minimal alterations on the exterior of the building. A front railing was

THREATE T TES [7] NONE KNOWN [H PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT (7]  vANDALISM [(]  PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT
[0 zoning (M OTHER:
IS THE STRUCTURE: ) o IS ORIGINAL SITE [] wmovep (]  UNKNOWN

4.  SIGNIFICANCE

BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE OF THE PROPOSED LANDMARK:
INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSON(S) ASSOCIATED WITH THE _SITE, (USE AN ARDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY)
Significant as the work of notable architect William Horace Austin (1881-1942) and the profound

effect the WPA had on rebuilding Long Beach after the earthquake of 1933.
(Please see attachment for greater details.)

Includes a radio room and a vault for disaster preparedness.

SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH DATES)

Interview with Louise Ivers, PH.D: retired CA State Professor, author on architecture, Board of
Directors for Long Beach Historical Society.-06/19/2023

“Long Beach: A History Through Its Architecture” by Dr. Louise Ivers

“An Architectural Stylist: W. Horace Austin and Electicism in California” by Dr. Louise lvers.
“Long Beach Fire Department: Images of America” by Glen Goodrich and the Long Beach
Firefighters Museum.

“Adelaide’s Legacy: Tichenor Orthopedic Clinic for Children” by Karen Robes Meeks.

LA County Assessors Office in Norwalk

Interview with Thomas Philo, Archivist/Cataloger, at the Gerth Archives and Special Collections,
CSUDH-06/20/2023

Online Archives of CA (OAC): Long Beach Firemans Collection
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5, CHARACTER DEFINING FEATURES

NAME OF PROPOSED LANDMARK:
Former Fire Station # 9

PROPERTY ADDRESS!

3917 Long Beach, Blvd, Long Beach 90807

NUMBER OF STORIES!

2

PLAN TYPE (BASIC SHAPE OF THE BUILDING):
Rectangular

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:
Tudor Revival

STRU(HJTURE USE (RESIDEENCE, ETC)I
Public—Fire Station

EXTERIOR FINISH MATERIAL

BODY (WOOD SIDING, WOOD SHINGLES, BRICK, STUCCO, ETC.):
Wood frame and stucco

TRIM (WOOD, METAL, ETC):

Half-timbered gables, cement scored to resemble
stone, chimney is also cement scored to resemble
stone, tower has wood trim also. m

ROOF

SHAPE (GABLE, HIPPED, MANSARD, ETC):

Hipped and Gable shingled roof

Wood frame with cement stucco

MATERIAL (CLAY TILE, ASPHALT, WOOD SHINGLES, ETC):

WINDOWS

\MNDE)W MATERIAL & TYPE (WOOD, SINGLE HUNG, DOUBLE.HL:!NG, CASEanENT, HORIZONTAL SLIDING, ETC),‘
Originally were double-hung. One remaining original window on the right side of front door...see photo

ENTRY

DOOR LOCATION (RECESSED, CENTERED, OFF-CENTER, CORNER, ETC)!
recessed, center

door with orange glass is original— to the left of
front door. See photo

DOOR STYLE (TWO PANEL, THREE PANEL, DOOR WITH GLASS, ETC):

ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS OF THE STRUCTURE

IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES; BALCONIES; NUMBER AND

GARDE.N WALLS, ETC!
Half-timbered gables and tower.

Cement stucco scored to look like stone around entr
East and west gabled.

SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS, PARAPETS, METAL TRIM; DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE; ARCHES, ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK; SYMMETRY OR
ASYMMETRY| CORNICES| FRIEZES] TOWERS OR TURRETS; BAY WINDOWS;| HALFTIMBERING; HORIZONTALLY; VERTICALLY; FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY,

SHAPE OF DORMERS; NUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS,; SHUTTERS;

ance, chimney and around garage doors.

Page 3 of 4



SECONDARY BUILDINGS (GARAGE, GARDEN SHELTER, ETC.)ZN[A

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES (IF APPLICABLE)

IDENTIFY QRIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS WOOD PANELING; MOLDINGS AND TRIM; SPECIAL GLASS WINDOWS,; ORNATE CEILINGS; PLASTER MOLDINGS;
LIGHT FIXTURES, PAINTED DECORATION; CERAMIC TILE; STAIR BALUSTRADES; BUILT-IN FURNITURE, ETC!
In the living room—original fireplace and built in shelves. Wood frame of tower is visible from the 2nd

floor where the fire hoses were hung. Pulley and ladder also still there
Has original staircase and handrail—wooden and “newel” post

LANDSCAPING (IF APPLICABLE)

IDENTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBSTN!’A

ANY ADDITIONAL FEATURES: Garage has original wooden ceiling beams.
Original wooden cabinet
Original door frames throughout the building
Original plaster fireplace
Shelves in living room have doors with glass windows
First fireproof vault for city disaster preparedness
Location is on the highest ground in the city, which would allow the building to
be used as the central location for disasters.

DOORS AND WINDOWS COULD BE REPLICATED AND RESTORED
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Original Fire Station 9 — photos taken in 1940 and 1986

Very little has changed

I 1939, fire Station No. 9 was reopenad in o different focation. The Works Progress Administration
(WTA) started by Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1935 built Starion No, @ and Staton No. 7. This

[is prcture of Stavion No. 9 was taken in 1986 and shows how little s has changed. The crew,
triom lefr co right, is Mike O™Neil, Gene Willingham, Daame Jackson, either Tom or Jeery Freeman,
Pavl Lepore, and Alan Patalano.




Fire Station 9 Unique Design
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‘ [California Collection
The Long Beach Sun (Long Beach, California) + Sat, Aug 20, 1938 + Page i
hitps:/inewscomca.newspapers.com/image/721786033 Printed on Jun 19, 202!
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California Collection
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The Long Beach Sun (Long Beach, California) - Tue, Sep 13, 1938 - Page

Printed on Jun 19, 202!
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Long Beach Press-Telegram (Long Beach, California)
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i Numerous rvesidents of the dis-! |
i triets which the new station will {
: serve attended dedicatory cere. |
| monies and an open house as Wire ]
Il Station No. 9 officially went into N
| operation last night. l
il “No. 9" which will give from ‘1
il three to four minutes quicker five \ oy
| call service to lns Cerritos and 'Q
Californin Helghts, is located just | | l
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fl quarters station, |
A triad eall from headguarters
Cthen was made to test the Joud ‘ -
| speaking system at the slation. i
jtll!t' Chief A. . DuRlee then|{§
[! handed each captain a key and |}
il announced that the statlon was |y
l ‘opent for husiness.” :
City offictals present ineluded
imnmvlhm-n HooF Kirkland and !
A
|
|
l

Tohn Schinner, Cuy Managoerijg
! andall M, Dovton, Pablic Borvien | {1
Director J. W B Blackman .'Jmlé 1
Park Superintendent Cta Bayer. |
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Additional photos of original features.

Photo of original casement window and cement made to look like Tudor style
stone




Original door with colored glass
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#4. HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE ...SIGNIFICANCE

1. Architect William Horace Austin (1881-1942)
2. WPA project finished in 1939

1. William Horace Austin was born March 12, 1881 in Abilene,
Kansas. His family moved to Long Beach in August, 1895. Austin
became a partner in the firm of Austin & Barton, but by 1905 he
was contracting alone. Also at this time, Austin took a 2-year
course from the International Correspondence School in Scranton,
PA and was an outstanding student. 1906, he enters the
University of Pennsylvania and took a special course in
architecture. He was one of the only two pupils elected to the
Architectural Society, an honor bestowed on very few aspiring
architects. Upon graduation, Austin returned to Long Beach. He
began practicing architecture in 1908 from his family home in
Long Beach. Austin joined with his partner Westel W. Sedgwick
and by 1912 they were incredibly successful. Austin was a
favorite in Long Beach. He designed more buildings in the first
half of the twentieth century than any other architect. Before
WWI, there was a time of great building activity in Long Beach,
CA.

1910 Long Beach fastest growing city in the United States

1911 Firm of Austin & Sedgwick

Ban on building during United States involvement in WWI, 1917-1918



By 1925 Austin had these famous architects working for him: Clarence
N. Aldrich, Harold C. Wildman, and Kenneth S. Wing. Commissions were
plentiful up to 1930 in Long Beach. In the twenties and thirties there

was a tremendous growth in Long Beach.

Earthquake of 1933

Austin’s partnership with Harvey Lochridge produced a number of finely
detailed houses, various two- and three-story brick apartments,
theaters, churches, city halls, and several business blocks including
garages for automobile sales and storage, service, and department

stores.

The Pacific Southwest Building of 1921-1923 by Austin, was the first
skyscraper in Long Beach...12 stories.

Of course, the 1933 earthquake destroyed many of these structures,
but under the guise of urban renewal in the 1960’s they were
demolished and replaced by bland, boxlike structures.

W. Horace Austin‘s architectural career spanned five decades and
paralleled the growth of Long Beach. One of his obituaries in 1942,
stated that “he was the dean of architects in Long Beach” and that
‘many of the finest structures in Long Beach stand as monuments to his
genius...” Whatever the source of his inspiration, his eclectic designs
responded to his clients’ desires for picturesque buildings which
recalled past grandeur in a new and untouched landscape. “The



architect’s ability to acquire numerous commissions attested to both his
expertise and to his affability.” “His professional skill, his fine personal
character and cordial and unaffected manner gained for him a host of
warm friends in Long Beach where he enjoyed distinctive prestige as a
citizen”. He was elected to the post of president when the Long Beach
Architectural Club was formed. “Evidence of his art is apparent in
nearly every section of downtown or residential Long Beach. For many
years he was one of the leading building designers in southern
California and certainly the “grand old man” of Long Beach architecture.

None of his works remain in the 90807 area except the former Fire
Station #9.

Complete historical works of William Austin left in Long Beach...

The main terminal building for the Long Beach Airport designed by
Austin and Kenneth Wing,

The Tichenor Orthopedic Clinic for Children, and

Hopefully the former Fire Station #9.

2. The Works Project Administration was an ambitious employment
and infrastructure program created by the New Deal and
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The WPA put approximately 8.5
million people to work throughout the land. The original Fire
Station #9 was destroyed by the 1933 earthquake. Its location
was at the corner of Broadway and Belmont. The WPA helped to
rebuild or build new structures in Long Beach such as many
schools, libraries, PCH highway, water storage tanks, the Long
Beach Post Office, lifeguard station Head Quarters, and the WPA
also helped lots of Long Beach Artists. The one we are concerned



with is the Former Fire station #9, built with a Tudor Revival
Design that blends in well with the Los Cerritos/Virginia Country
Club neighborhood that it serves. 1929 Long Beach Sun stated
that the city wanted fire stations to blend in with the
neighborhoods. This explains the Tudor Revival style of the
former Fire Station #9. WPA projects in Long Beach were solidly
built, because of the earthquake of 1933. After touring the fire
station with experts in the field, it is our opinion (LCNA) that this
structure has, “great bones” and is solid with no noticeable mold.



Addendum to Certificate of Appropriateness Landmark
Nomination Form

Another question that should be asked on this form is, “Why is
Former Fire Station #9 so important to the Los Cerritos
Neighborhood?” The fire station has always been a beautiful
property and has sentimental value. It represents “safety”. But
more importantly, it stands as a visual history of the Great
Depression and a symbol of what can be accomplished if we all
work together. For generations to come, it can serve as a window
to our history including the Great Depression and the aftermath of
the “33 earthquake. A portion of the building could be a museum
focusing on the history of the fire department in Long Beach. This
building can and should be repurposed as a valuable community
resource. Since F/S 9 was built after the earthquake, it was
constructed to withstand shaking. The building is solid, it would
not take much to restore a few things like the windows.
Otherwise, the outside looks almost exactly like the original.



Original Fire Station 9 — photo taken in 1940
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Photo taken 2023 — very little has changed




Original fireplace and cabinets, used initally as living room then gym




Original stairs with newel post

Alternate view, engine room to the rear




Original wooden beams in the engine bay




Interior photo of hose drying tower and lighting. To be returned to original
condition.




Exterior photo of hose drying tower




Interior photo of storage/locker cabinets, they are located through the first floor.
Believed to be original




Original WPA Plaque is missing, a replacement would be created. As well as any
other historical or unique signage.
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PRESERVE OUR LIVING HISTORY
Bixby Knolls/Los Cerritos

Long Beach Fire Station No. 9 was
constructed in 1938 and completed in
1939 with United States Works Progress
Administration (W.P.A.) funds after it
was destroyed in the 1933 earthquake.




